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The Sky This Month
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August 2023 Observing Highlights

by Michael Mani gly, CCAS Observing Chair
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suitable for early August
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Navigating the mid August Night Sky
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. ; N binocular double star—
a Numerous:’x . .
. ., | star clusters Moon night
* ‘and nebulae . ® of Aug 234 =
ol « \ \ Omega Scorpii — nicg
: Ptic o0 . .\ ‘ ® binocular d8uble
o\ ® Antares ° Relative sizes
\ ° O . 2
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| / . in the sky can
o e e
= Sasittarius ® Scorpius .be deceiving. For
The Ecliptic represents 8 ® P instance, 360 "full
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moons" can be placed
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100 stars are visible,
while from dark,
rural areas well
over ten times
that amount
are found.

to horizon.

I —p o Relative size of the full moon. |

Navigating the mid August night sky: Simply start with what you know or with what you can easily find.

Extend a line north from the two stars at the tip of the Big Dipper's bowl. It passes by Polaris, the North Star.
Follow the arc of the Dipper's handle. It intersects Arcturus, the brightest star in the June evening sky.

To the northeast of Arcturus shines another star of the same brightness, Vega. Draw a line from Arcturus to Vega. It first meets "The
Northern Crown," then the "Keystone of Hercules." A dark sky is needed to see these two dim stellar configurations.

Binocular Highlights

A: On the western side of the Keystone glows the Great Hercules Cluster.

B: Between the bright stars Antares and Altair, hides an area containing many star clusters and nebulae.

C: 40% of the way between Altair and Vega, twinkles the "Coathanger," a group of stars outlining a coathanger.
D: Sweep along the Milky Way for an astounding number of faint glows and dark bays, including the Great Rift.
E: The three westernmost stars of Cassiopeia's "W" point south to M31, the Andromeda Galaxy, a "fuzzy" oval.

o
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Day Ol d Moon Occults Antares

If you can see only one celestial event this August,
see this one.

=

) 8 day old moon occults Antares on August 24.
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The full occultation event on Aug. 24 of Antares by the moon occurs for the
central part of the US. Both coasts will not see the complete event. For
disappearance and reappearance times in your area, visit the International
Occultation Timing Association webpage:
http://lunar-occultations.com/iota/bstar/0824zc2366.htm

Antares

STl laeking i ter Satiiteear Shoily Occultations demonstrate the moon's

after sunset on August 24. Watch the ; ; ;

moon slowly approach Antares, then eastvyard sl rpotlon s Egrths

suddenly block it. Binoculars will give Talatinm seauses |t 1o maye i g
westward arc across the night sky.

better view.
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